
fully there will be some 

new students starting in 

January. 

Just in case you didn’t 

know, we now have a 

website where you can 

see the children’s art-

work and stories. I have 

asked the children to 

take over the blog 

page, so they will take 

turns to put something on 

it a couple of times a 

week.  You can find the 

website address below.  

The last day of this se-

mester will be Friday 

11th December and we 

start the new semester 

on January 11th 2016.  

Until then, have a great 

Christmas holiday  and 

a Happy New Year! 

Miss Janine 

Dear parents and 

friends, 

Welcome back to the 

Bali Riverside 

Homeschool newsletters. 

I am sorry it has been a 

while!  

This has been an excit-

ing semester which has 

brought many changes. 

Students have come and 

gone, but I will remem-

ber them all very 

fondly. I would like to 

wish Kristoffer and 

Mario, Taavi and Yhans 

and their families all the 

best for the future. A 

very special farewell 

goes to Khalil and 

Bouchra. Khalil was with 

us for two years and the 

place is not the same 

without his particular 

brand of humour. I hope 

that Priska, Khalil, 

Bouchra and their lucky 

Bali dogs settle quickly 

and happily into their 

new life in Switzerland. 

At the moment, there 

are just four of us left, 

but there is a lot of in-

terest in the school and I 

will be meeting with sev-

eral parents before I 

leave to the UK. Hope-

The whole crew 

back in August 

Welcome back! 

I n  t h i s  

i s s ue  

Maths 2 

English 2 

Science 2 

Social Studies 3 

Art 3 

Next term 3 

Book review 4 

Bali Riverside 

Homeschool 
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Bali Riverside Homeschool 

Phone: 0818 563586 

E-mail: baliteacher@yahoo.com 

Web: baliriversidehomeschool.wordpress.com 
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“Wander around 

a stunning garden 

and see, hold and 

touch the insects. 

See the biggest 

butterfly (the kupu 

kupu barong), 

cocoons, 

caterpillars, 

amazing stick 

insects, scorpions 

and huge 

beetles.” 

Geometry Stars by  

Jaka (above) and 

Indira (right) 

English 

Science 

Maths 
In Maths, we finished 

off our work on frac-

tions and started a new 

topic—geometry. This 

has included: recogniz-

ing parallel and per-

pendicular lines and 

drawing them using a 

set square; classifying, 

measuring and drawing 

angles; angle relation-

ships and naming and 

describing the proper-

ties of 2D shapes.   

The students used their 

skills to draw these 

beautiful geometry 

stars. When the stars 

were finished, the chil-

dren examined them 

for examples of acute, 

obtuse and reflex an-

gles, triangles, rectan-

gles and other poly-

gons. 

tivities included investi-

gating lung capacity, 

investigating the differ-

ence between inhaled 

and exhaled air, making 

a model of the respira-

tory system and making 

a model of the blood. 

The children also devel-

Out final of work 

in Science this 

semester was 

about respiration 

(Year 7) and the 

respiratory and 

circulatory sys-

tems (Year 5 and 

6.) Practical ac-

oped their skills in re-

cording information with 

diagrams, graphs and 

tables.   

and designed their own 

brochures for the park, 

where they used their 

persuasive writing tech-

niques. They then pub-

lished their brochures 

using Microsoft Word.  

Our focus for English has 

been reading and writ-

ing non-fiction texts. The 

genre covered were re-

views, explanatory texts 

and persuasive writing 

(brochures and persua-

sive letters.)  

We had a field trip to 

Bali Butterfly Park and 

the children then wrote 

Investigating 

lung capacity 

(right) and 

blood model 

(far right) 

B a l i  R i v e r s i d e  H o m e s c h o o l  

At Bali Butterfly Park 
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 Our Social Stud-

ies topic for No-

vember and De-

cember has 

been human ef-

fects on the envi-

ronment. We 

started by looking at human 

population growth and dis-

tribution.  We then went on 

to discuss the impact of hu-

man activities on the environ-

ment, including air, water 

and land pollution, with a 

focus on the air pollution 

caused by the forest fires in 

Kalimantan and Sumatra.   

We then looked at the issues 

of climate change and ozone 

depletion. 

As part of this unit, the chil-

dren practised presenting 

information in different 

ways, such as maps, tables 

and graphs.  The older chil-

dren also learned how to 

write a Geography essay. 

 In English the students 

will learn the features 

of journalistic writing 

and will read and 

write newspaper re-

ports. 

 In Science, the focus 

for this term will be 

physics.  To start with, 

Here is a quick summary of 

what the kids will be doing 

at the beginning of next 

term. 

 In Maths we will con-

tinue our work in ge-

ometry and then go 

on to a new unit on 

patterns and algebra 

we will be looking at 

energy and energy 

transfers. 

 In Social Studies we 

will be doing History. 

The children  have 

said that they would 

like to learn about the 

World Wars.  

We continued with the pollu-

tion theme in Art, where the 

children created these fan-

tasy collages.  

On the front cover is Indira’s 

butterfly in pastel and water 

colour. The children asked to 

do these after learning 

about reflective symmetry in 

Maths.  

Stop the 

Haze, by 

Jaka 

Art 

 Coming up in January 

Graph showing 

human 

population 

growth, by 

Jaka and Indira 

The Cambridge cur-

riculum frame-

works for Maths, 

English and Science 

are available 

online as PDF 

documents. Please 

feel free to come 

and discuss details 

with me at any 

time. 



 

see Mr. Crepsley, but Darren 

stayed without Steve knowing 

and he overheard something 

he was not meant to hear - 

Steve asked Mr. Crepsley to 

change him into a vampire! Mr 

Crepsley refused, so Steve got 

mad and cursed him. What 

Darren didn’t know was that 

he might become the vampire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darren Shan’s book Cirque du 

Freak always has a cliff 

hanger in every chapter. It’s 

thrilling, mysterious - and a bit 

funny.  

The book is about a boy 

called Darren who was living 

a normal life, until he went to 

a freak show in the middle of 

the night with his best friend 

Steve. The show had lots of 

creepy and unusual people 

like wolf man, the bearded 

lady and the snake boy, but 

the act that Darren liked the 

most was Mr Crepsley and his 

performing spider, Madame 

Octa. When the show ended, 

Steve told Darren to go home 

without him. Steve stayed to 

A week passed after they 

went to the show. Darren and 

Steve avoided each other at 

school and they didn’t really 

talk about the show in case 

they let something slip about 

the vampire - and the other 

thing about Steve. The next 

day Darren woke up early 

and went to the old theatre to 

steel Mr Crepsley’s spider, 

Madam Octa -and that’s 

where it all started to go 

wrong. 

I give this book a 10/10 be-

cause it’s exciting, mysterious 

and sad. You should read the 

book to find out what happens 

next - but some parts are not 

for the faint-hearted.  

Review of Cirque du Freak, by Putu 

And finally... 
Just a few 

pictures of 

some of our 

activities this 

month 


