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Dear parents, 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2015. The year has 
gotten off to a wonderful start, with the kids settling in well 
and being keen to learn. 

This month, Years 5 and 6 focussed on reading and writing 
instructions and explanations. In this issue you can find out 
how to do some of the science experiments that we have 
done in class. The students took their own photographs to 
illustrate their work, and learned how to edit and improve 
their pictures. Year 8 have been reading and writing science 
fiction stories and you can read their work in the next 
newsletter.  

Also, check out this month’s art gallery – I am sure you will 
agree that we have some very talented artists! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The swimming was not very popular so I have 

dropped this in favour of badminton. This will be 

every Friday at Canggu Futsal. 

I have also contacted a capoeira teacher about 

the possibility of doing a private class for our 

group one morning a week. I am quite keen to 

try this myself! I shall e mail you the details 

soon. 

 

As part of our unit of work on Materials, I have 

arranged a trip to Saraswati Papers in Dalung. The 

children will learn the process for making recycled 

paper and will get to make their own paper and 

souvenirs. I have asked for this to be on Wednesday 

11th February and am waiting for them to confirm. 

I am also looking into a visit to a silk farm. 

HOMEWORK 

The children will all have English and Maths homework each week. The English for Year 5 and 6 will be 

spelling and vocabulary work, in preparation for their spelling test on Friday and the Maths will be 

revision of material that we have already done in class. Year 8 will have homework in all subjects, and 

can expect one hour of homework each day, Monday to Thursday.   

African Mask by Meran 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Cuba By Putu 

By Khalil By Jaka By Océane 

By Marley 

This month, we looked at African 

mask designs. The children researched 

different masks from different regions 

of Africa, and then used them as the 

inspiration for their own designs. 

These pictures are in black ink. 



 

By Océane 

Make an amazing illusion!!!!! 

You will need:  

 Cardboard   

 A pen  

 2 rubber bands              

 Hole puncher 

What to do: 

1. Cut a piece of card board (10cm in length 

& 7cm in width) 

2. Draw a fish on one side of the cardboard. 

Make sure you draw the fish in the 

centre of the cardboard piece. 

3. On the other side of the cardboard draw 

a fishbowl. Draw this on the centre of the 

cardboard too. The fishbowl has to be 

bigger than the fish. 

4. Hole punch the edges of the cardboard. 

Both sides have to be in the same level. 

5. Take the two rubber bands and tie a knot 

on each ends of the holes. 



 

6. Twist the two rubber bands and 

the card many times 

7. When you let go of the 

cardboard, it will spin around. 

 

You will see that the fish will appear in 

the fish bowl. That’s how an optical 

illusion is made. As you can see, the fish 

appears inside 

the fish bowl. 

That is because the images flash before the 

eye and creates a continued picture, like in 

cartoons. The cells in the back of your eye, on 

the retina, will catch the images a little longer 

than when you actually see it. So that’s how 

the two images join together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putu and Cuba working on their 

water filter projects. 



 

 

 

By Cuba and Putu 

 

The water filter is so that you can make dirty water clean enough to see through. 

It’s super easy to make. You don’t need very expensive materials to make it.  

Materials 

 Clear plastic bottle (500ml) 

 Stanley knife or scissors 

 Small stones  

 Cotton wool 

 Clean sand  

 Dirty water 
 

What to do 

1. Cut the bottle more than half way up from the bottom, but be careful. 
Maybe get an adult to help. After you cut it, take the lid off.  

2. Turn the top over and place it in the bottom half of the bottle. 
3. Place the cotton wool in the neck of the bottle leaving it fluffy. 
4. On top of the cotton wool, put some small stones. 
5. On top of the small stones, put some clean sand - not too much. 
6. Then finally poor the dirty water gently into the cup. 
7. Then the water will slowly drip down into the cup. 

 
 

You should see cleaner water dripping 

from the neck, but don’t drink it. It is 

still dirty and there are lots of bacteria 

and parasites that will make you very ill. 



 

Acids and Alkalis 

                                         By Jaka 

Materials  

 

 Purple cabbage 

 Vinegar  

 Baking soda  

 Water 

 A saucepan 

 A knife 

 2 test tubes 

 

What to do 

                                                    

1. Slice up the purple cabbage. 

2. Put the purple cabbage in a saucepan, cover it with 

water and boil it until the colour comes out of the 

cabbage and until the water turns blue. 

3. Strain the water into a bottle. This is your indicator. 

4. Carefully pour 3 cm of clear vinegar into a test tube 

and add 2cm of your indicator.       

 The mixture will turn red.  

5. Then put 3cm of water in another test tube and mix 

it with a little baking soda. Then add 2cm of your 

indicator again. The mixture will turn green.  

 

 

You use your indicator to 

test other substances. If a 

substance turns red, it’s 

acidic like the vinegar. If it 

turns green, it’s alkaline 

like the baking soda with 

water. If it’s blue, it’s 

neutral. Always keep your 

indicator in a fridge, so it 

keeps fresh.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month in Science, the children completed units of work in Chemistry; Years 5 and 6 

learned about Reversible and Irreversible Changes and More about Dissolving, while for 

Year 8 it was Solutions. The children learned about the solubility of various substances in 

water and separating mixtures by filtration, evaporation, distillation and 

chromatography. 

They are learning how to plan and evaluate their investigations, and how to effectively 

record their results. 

In Social Studies we are learning about Ancient Egypt. At the moment 

the children are doing a research project on a pharaoh of their choice. 

Above is some of their work in progress; they are producing a picture 

of their chosen pharaoh in oil pastel and will write a biography which 

we will then put up as a display. 

This unit of work will see the children develop their research and 

writing skills as they access a variety of resources to find information. 

There will also be ample opportunity for more practical work, such as 

Ancient Egyptian cooking and working with clay. 

The older students will find out about the Ancient Egyptians’ 

contribution to science and technology and will report their findings to 

the rest of the class. 

 

 

This month in Maths the children have revised 
and extended their knowledge of Number 
Properties.  This has included: directed 
numbers (i.e. positive and negative numbers), 
plotting co-ordinates on the number plane, 
tests of divisibility, factors, multiples, square 
numbers and primes. 
Year 8 have revised and extended their 
knowledge of the points above, and learned to 
write numbers as a product of their prime 
factors and to find highest common factors and 
lowest common multiples by prime 
factorization. 
 



 

 

 

COMING UP IN FEBRUARY 

I asked the children what they would like to do next in Maths and they nearly all voted for algebra. So algebra 

it is! For Years 5 and 6, this will include: recursive and function number patterns; function tables; 

understanding equivalence; using symbols and keeping balance. This is not as bad as it sounds, and will involve 

hands on activities to maintain the children’s interest. The older kids will: construct and solve linear equations, 

derive and use simple formulae and substitute numbers into expressions and formulae.  

In English, Year 8 and 9 will continue with their scheme of work on Science Fiction. They will read stories by, 

among others, Ray Bradbury, H.G. Wells and Henry Seslar. They will examine how writers create effects and 

develop their writing by using these techniques in their own stories. As some of the younger children have 

asked if they can do Science Fiction too, this will be their next scheme of work, which fits the Cambridge 

scheme on stories set in imaginary worlds.  

To fit in with the Science Fiction scheme in English, Earth and Beyond will be our new subject in Science.  All 

the children will learn about; the Earth and the Sun; the Earth and the Moon; the Solar System; the planet and 

the Universe. Year 6 up will also learn about Gravity and Space. 

In Social Studies we will continue with the Ancient Egypt project, and Art will also have an Egyptian theme. 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

The younger students will have a spelling test and all children will have a maths test every 

Friday. Please encourage your children to do their English homework as this is practice for the 

spelling test.  

There will also be end of unit tests for English and Science, approximately once a month.  

I know the majority of the children are not used to having this many tests, but I find them very 

useful as they show me whether a child has fully understood what they have been doing in 

class and which areas they need to focus on in future.  They also help me to evaluate the 

effectiveness of my teaching. 

I will send tests home at the end of the month (in the homework folder.) 

ELECTRONIC ITEMS 

Children may bring their mobile phones to ‘school’, but I would prefer that they only use them 

if they need to make an urgent call. Call me an old fogy, but I would rather see them go outside 

and play at break times or play board games, than play games on their phones or other 

gadgets.  You support in this matter is greatly appreciated. 


