
Hi everyone and welcome to our first newsletter 

for 2016. This year has gotten off to a wonderful 

start as we welcome five new students into the 

group. Joining us this semester we have Agnes (Year 

8), Chloe (Year 7) and Taylah, Marley and Mayya 

(Year 4) We also welcome back Putu (Year 7),   

Indira (Year 5) and Jaka (Year 6.)  The kids have all 

settled in well and are getting fine. 

SPORTS 

For the last two weeks we have met up with      

another homeschool group, Samadi Kids, for sports 

(mostly ball games) at Canggu Futsal. This has been 

quite successful so 

we plan to continue with it for the rest of the term. Sports 

will be on Wednesday afternoon from 1pm to 2pm and kids 

should be picked up directly from Canggu Futsal on that day.  

FIELD TRIP 

For our field trip in February I would like to take the kids 

bowling, as part of our investigation into forces and motion in 

Science. I have yet to confirm a date, but it will be in the first 

or second week of February at the Canggu Club  as it will be 

so much easier to get to than the one in Kuta. If anyone has a car and/or driver we can use 

please let me know.  
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Homework 
The children will have some, but not too much, homework. All the kids are expected to read 

5 evenings a week for at least 15 minutes and to complete their reading log at the front of 

their reading journal. They should also bring the reading journal to school each day and on 

Friday they will use it for a reading response activity. Years 4, 5 and 6 will have a spelling list 

to practise Monday to Thursday for the spelling test which will be on Friday. The spelling list 

will be in their homework folder. They will also get one or two Maths worksheets to do at 

home. Any other work they bring home will be class work that needs to be finished off. For 

Years 7 and 8 homework will vary. They should expect to get a maximum of one hour’s 

homework each day Monday to Thursday as well as the reading.   
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Agnes, Marley and Indira during Fri-

day afternoon games.  
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By Taylah 

I remember the day well. It was fun at first because I was fishing with a friend on Lembongan on a 

holiday.  I got on my mum’s bike because I wanted to go back to hop in the pool.  As we were 

riding along, a motorbike was parked crooked at the side of the road and the screw of the    

exhaust was sticking out.  

Suddenly, I felt a hideous pain on my third toe. When I saw my thong was off and my toe was 

bleeding, I started to scream. My mum stopped the bike and I had to hop all the way to the front 

desk, dripping blood all over the white tiles.  I was scared that I would have to get stitches and 

that the staff would be mad with all the blood on the floor, but I just got bandages and the staff 

did not get angry at all. 

So that was my scariest day and I still have the scar to remember it! 

Swanson’s cat—who has 

been learning to play the 

violin 

“ I  R E M E M B E R  

T H E  D A Y  

W E L L .  I T  

W A S  F U N  A T  

F I R S T … ”   

Our focus for English this month was on non-fiction, which meant an introduction to 

journalistic writing for Years 6 to 8, and writing personal recounts for Years 4 and 5.   

The older children started off by looking at the layout and design features of newspa-

pers and their content. They then went on to analyzing the structure and language of a 

newspaper article. We then chose a nursery rhyme (Little Miss Muffet) and together 

wrote an article based on the rhyme. The children then chose their own nursery 

rhymes to be the subject of a newspaper report. .  

The younger children wrote personal recounts as responses to short stories they read 

during our weekly reading comprehension session. As well as this, they have been  

developing vocabulary through our weekly spelling and word-building activities. Every 

Friday, we have our spelling test, followed by a reading response activity, where the 

children complete a short piece of creative writing inspired by a book  they have been 

reading..  

English 

Analyzing and   

annotating the 

design features of 

a newspaper 

My Scariest Day 

Mysterious Events Shock Waterfields  
 

By Jaka Hardwen 

 

On Tuesday afternoon at 3:45pm, Joe Swanson, an ordinary local farmer who lives in Waterfields, 

witnessed a series of strange and shocking events.  

Swanson says, “I was going outside to feed my cows, when suddenly I heard some violin music. I 

went to see where it was coming from and it was coming from the cornfields. I couldn’t believe 

it. It was my cat! Also my dog and cow were there. The cow jumped over the moon, my dog was 

laughing and a dish ran with a spoon. I almost fainted when I saw this. These happenings were 

truly amazing and also very, very, very strange. It was like seeing a book reading or watching fruit 

dance!”  

The cat explained, “I have been trying to learn the violin for many years and thought that the 

farmer might like it.” Meanwhile the cow explained, “I like jumping so much, I thought that I could 

start practicsng it.” However, the dog was unable to comment. He only made sounds that were 

like laughing.  

It is believed that the dish and the spoon have eloped. According to the dish’s father, they had 

been dating for two years. 

Scientists are now trying to uncover this strange case of living kitchen things and animals that talk. 

Experts believe that this search could continue for years.  



King Victim of Vicious Bird Attack 
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By Putu Krisna 

Yesterday morning at the Noble 

Castle, Pitsberg, where the King 

was having his breakfast, 24 black-

birds flew out of his pie and at-

tacked him. 

The attack hap-

pened at around 

8am in the dining 

room, where King 

Peter was sitting at 

his table. He was 

ready to eat his pie, 

when the vicious 

birds flew out and 

started pecking skin and flesh off 

of  the king’s face, legs and arms. 

The attack was  heard by Chef 

Leonardo, who quickly shooed 

them away. The king was unlucky 

and suffered awful injuries. 

Leonardo said, “It was scary to 

see the king ambushed by birds 

that came out of my pie. It is hard 

to believe it, but it looks as if it 

was my fault.” 

The king was rushed to hospital 

where he was treated and his 

condition stabilized.  “The birds 

thought they were threatened and 

that’s why they attacked,” he  

explained. “I hope  that those 

birds are captured and sent far, far 

away.” 

King Peter has since been allowed 

to go home. The birds have been 

spotted flying into the countryside. 

below and shattered into thou-

sands of pieces.  Penny saw four of 

the king’s men riding their horses 

towards the river and screamed 

for help.  The king’s men came 

and tried to put Humpty back 

together again, but they couldn’t 

manage to find all the right pieces 

and so they called 911. 

Ambulance man, John McDonald, 

said, “There was yolk everywhere. 

There was nothing we could do to 

rebuild him. There were too many 

Humpty Dumpty was killed in a 

dramatic disaster when he fell off 

of a rock wall on Saturday after-

noon, while he was enjoying a day 

out with his girlfriend, Miss  Jenny 

Penny, at Rainbow Park, Wonder-

town. 

At around  3:30pm, Dumpty (21) 

and Penny (26) were sitting on the 

11 metre high look-out point, 

when Dumpty’s foot slipped off 

the edge of the wall.  The unfortu-

nate egg landed on the stones 

pieces everywhere. We are sorry 

we were too late.“ 

A policeman said that they needed 

to note what happened and asked 

whoever saw the accident to 

please step forward. 

Mark, the owner of the park, said 

that he was very shocked about 

this accident. “I’m very sorry. I’m 

going to change this wall 

and build a new one 

with a fence,” he said. 

terrified girl, forcing her to scream 

and flee from the scene. 

The girl’s mother, Mrs. Molly    

Muffet, said, ”It was  awful to see 

my daughter in such a state of 

fright. At first I didn’t know 

whether to believe her, but she 

was shaking with fear so I decided 

to trust her.  I hope the park  

authorities will do something 

about this so that it never happens 

again. 

The spider, who has been arrested 

and charged with causing a public 

disturbance, has said, “ This has 

been a complete misunderstand-

ing. I was just feeling hungry and 

thought there might be a chance 

of finding some delicious scraps.  I 

didn’t mean to scare the little girl 

and I would like to  apologize.” 

The unlucky arachnid is due to 

appear in court on Friday and 

could face 7 days community  

service if found guilty. 

On Saturday at Danson Park, 

Springfield, a local schoolgirl was 

attacked by a giant spider., 

The attack occurred at around 

2pm in a wooded area of the park, 

popular with picnickers. Miss 

Maggie Muffet (8) was sitting   

under a tree, enjoying her dessert, 

when the spider appeared from 

out of the tree. The creature, 

believed to be a bird-eating spider, 

then bared his fangs at the      

24 black-

birds 

baked in a 

pie 

Giant Spider Ambushes Schoolgirl 

Egg in Fatal Accident by Chloe 

Humpty Dumpty who died on 

Saturday 

“This has been a 

complete 

misunderstanding

. I was just 

feeling hungry.” 
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Dear Atticus 

I would like to congratulate you on being a detective 

and for stopping being a thief. Now the police will 

not be after you and you can find bad guys. I thought 

it was awesome when you started being a detective 

and you are very brave. I hope you catch a bad guy 

soon. You are also amazing because you are a cat! 

Your friend, 

Indira  

Maya has 

only been 

here a week, 

but she has 

already read 

3 volumes of 

these Greek 

Myths! 

“I would like to 

congratulate you 

on being a 

detective.”  

Dear Hiccup, 

I would like to congratulate you on saving the Wooden Tooth, because 

it had been stuck in the sewers for four centuries. You are so brave to 

get the wooden fang from the very deep sewers. It could have been very 

dangerous because a monster could have been there, but I understand 

why you did it because I love animals too. Once I rescued a Kintamani 

puppy. I think that you and Wooden Tooth will have a great time and 

Toothless will have a new friend! 

Your friend,  

Marley 

Reading Responses 

B A L I  R I V E R S I D E  H O M E S C H O O L  

Marley wrote a  

letter to Hiccup from 

the How to Train Your 

Dragon books 

The Fire Breather 
 Dear Heracles, 

Congratulations on killing the fire breather. I think it was a very 

clever way you sneaked up to the fire breather. I also think you 

did amazing things for tour family, like helping your cousin, and 

also for killing Gerona with three arrows and a sharp stick. Also, 

congratulations for killing the boar. I think you killed it really 

sneakily. 

Your friend, 

Mayya 



Maths 
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Our work in Maths for January 

was mostly in the area of       

Geometry, and transformations in     

particular, including reflections, 

rotations and translations. 

After that the children learned to 

read and plot co-ordinates.  

Science this month has 

been about forces and 

their effects. So far we 

have learned about: what 

forces are and what they 

can do; measuring forces; 

floating and sinking and 

bending and stretching.  

Science 

Clockwise from top left: designing boats, Agnes’s amazing homemade Newton meter, Jaka and 

Marley designing a simple beam bridge from paper, Putu and Chloe working on their bridge. 



Right, by Chloe; 

Bottom left, by 

Agnes; Bottom 

right, by Marley 

Art 

Our Social Studies this term will be a History 

unit of work on  World War I , as this is what 

the kids asked to study. We started off by      

discussing why we learn about History and 

then  began looking at the background to the 

War. Here the children are finding out about 

how Europe looked in 1914.  

Art this month was linked to 

our work in  Geometry. We 

looked at the work of Escher 

(right) and then had a go at 

making our own tessellations. This was quite a 

challenge but we managed to get there in the 

end! 

The pictures on this page were the kids’ first 

attempt at making tessellations. They went a 

bit wrong because the instructions were not 

very clear, but they still ended up with these 

History 
P A G E  6  

B A L I  R I V E R S I D E  H O M E S C H O O L  
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The drawings in the top row are by Jaka (left) and Indira (right.) In the second row are Chloe’s Ghosts and Mayya’s Moose / 

Monkey—we can’t decide which! On the bottom row is some work still in progress. On the left is Jaka’s Tessellating Dinosaur 

of Peace and Harmony, while on the right is Taylah’s Pokemon character. 



Here is the list of school supplies that the chil-

dren will need. 

 Pencil case 

 2B pencils 

 Ruler 

 Eraser 

 Glue stick 

 Scissors 

 Highlighter pens 

 A4 ring binder 

 

Years 7 and 8 will also need a scientific       

calculator for Maths later in the term. 

Our new unit of work in English for February will be Traditional Literature, covering the Cambridge 

Primary scheme of work on traditional stories, myths, legends and fables, and the Secondary scheme of 

work on myths and legends from around the world. The children  will read and analyse stories and then 

plan and write their own. There will also be role play and drama. Of course, we will continue with our 

weekly spelling work and there will also be handwriting practice for the younger students. 

 

In Maths we will do some work on measures (mass, area and 

perimeter) as this fits in nicely with our work in Science. After 

that we will move on to patterns, sequences and more     

number operations (Years 4 to 6) and algebra (Years 7 and 8.) 

 

In Science we will continue our study of forces and their   

effects, looking more closely at friction, gravity and weight.  

After that, we will look at conductors and insulators, building 

on previous work on electricity and circuits. 

 

In History the children will learn more about World War I, 

which will include some project work and use of computers.  As 

part of this unit of work, I also plan to read War Horse by    

Michael Morpurgo to the younger kids. 

 

In Art, I would like to do some 3D work and thought that we could make some model racing cars that 

we could test in Science. For this we will need plastic shampoo/conditioner bottles, deodorant bottles, 

plastic coat hangers, bottles tops and any other suitable bits and pieces of junk, so please send in any of 

these materials you might have.  Thanks! 

Coming up in February 
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