
Newsletter  
Dear parents and friends,  

He we are again—almost at the end of another 

school year! Even so, June will still be a busy 

month for the kids. Read what we have 

planned for the coming weeks on page 2.  

Sadly, we had to say goodbye to Mayya this 

month, as her family returned to Singapore—

but the good news is that she may be back at 

the end of the year. We are very happy to 

welcome Mikka, who has joined us in Year 5, 

and we have another boy, Jireh (Year 6),  

joining us very soon.   

One of the highlights this month was our trip 

to Clei Pottery in Nusa Dua. Miss Ananta gave 

us a very warm welcome—and some          ab-

solutely delicious homemade cookies! The 

children learned how to use a mould to create bowls, cups and money banks. 

Their work has now been fired and is ready to take home.   

Finally, I hope you enjoy looking at the samples of the children’s work in this 

issue. 

Kind regards, 

Janine 

Bali Riverside Homeschool 

In June there will be end of year progress tests, as well as unit assessments in  

English and Science  . These are the dates: 

Thursday 2nd June End of unit Science test on Energy (Years 6 to 8) and Light 

   and Shadows (Years 4 and 5) 

Friday 3rd June  End of unit English test on Biography (Years 6 to 8) and  

   Personal Recounts / Emails (Years 4 and 5) 

The end of year progression tests will be in the third week of June: 

Monday 13th June: English 

Tuesday 14th June Maths 

Wednesday 15th June  Science 

Thursday 16th June  Social Studies 

The children will be given review material to take home so that they can practise 

for the tests. 
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Absences 

Please let me know 

by text message of 

Facebook messenger 

if your child is going 

to be absent for the 

day. It would be 

great if this could be 

before the start of 

the school day. 

If your child is going 

to be away for some 

time due to family 

commitments, can 

you let me know as 

soon as possible so 

that I can prepare 

some homework.  

Assessments and Reports 



        Art 

In English, we finished off the unit of work on narrative poetry and then 

switched the focus to non-fiction writing. The younger group read and 

analyzed sample emails, used vocabulary relating to holidays and travel 

arrangements, reviewed the used of exclamation marks and finally  

learned how to write a personal recount in the form of an email to a 

friend. The older children read and analyzed biographies, researched a 

famous person and then wrote a biography about that person.  

In Maths, Year 4 studied multiplication and division, learning new   

strategies for mental calculations and written methods, while Years 5 to 

8 reviewed fractions, decimals and percentages. All the students then 

completed a short unit on probability. 

Science looked at Physics, with Years 6 to 8 investigating energy, including types of energy, energy transfers 

and energy resources. Years 4 and 5 learned about light, shadows and how we see things. Social Studies was 

integrated with Science as the children researched famous inventors. 
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Coming up in June 

Here is a brief overview of what the children will be doing over the next 4 weeks: 

 In English we will continue to work with non-fiction genres, which will include autobiography for Years 

6 to 8 and newspaper reports for Years 4 and 5.  

 In Maths we will cover data representation, ratio and proportion and 3D shapes. 

 In Science we will be moving on to Chemistry and will look at acids and alkilis, chemical reactions, 

states of matter and separating mixtures.  

 In Social Studies the children will complete a short History project of their own choosing. 

 In Art we still have some of the Picasso pieces to finish off. After that, I would like to do some work on 

photography. 

Our artist of the month for May has been     

Picasso. Over the last few weeks, the children 

have worked to produce a number of Picasso-

inspired pieces, working with gouache, oil  

pastel, watercolour and pencil. Here is just a 

small sample of their work. Check out the 

Facebook page to see more! 

The pictures here are by Putu (left), Indira 

(top right) and Jaka (bottom right.) 

 

What we did in May 

Year 4 and 5 analyze and graph 

the results of their shadow       

investigation. 



In the beginning there was darkness.  

Suddenly, a seed fell down in the darkness  and from the seed grew a tree and  from the tree     

appeared  three gods .They made the land and the 

sky, but something was  missing. So the gods thought 

and thought. Suddenly, the first god said, ‘’What 

about a person?” and the rest of them agreed. 

So the second god tried to make people out of fire 

because he wanted  the people to be warm, but the 

water put out the fire. So the third one tried from 

rock  and the rock worked . So the gods called them 

rock people. They gave them seeds - palm seeds and apple seeds and different seeds so the people 

could plant trees. 

And so the people started planting. The world was a beautiful forest, the wind was cool in the night 

and the trees were full of fruits. Everything was peaceful and quiet, until one day there was a fight 

because one of the people chopped down the tree of the person who was planting apple trees. 

When the gods saw it, they were angry and ashamed. They decided to punish the people for chop-

ping the trees. The punishment was that they were no longer rock people, but made from flesh and 

blood. From that day on the people of the earth had to work harder to get food and the trees had 

only fruits for three months of the year. 

Caption describing pic-

ture or graphic. 

The Rock People, by Mayya 
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On earth there lay two eggs and they were both giants. Suddenly, 

the two eggs started to hatch into two big scary hairy giants. One 

egg shell became the underworld and the other became the 

heaven. 

Both giants wanted to be the king of heaven, but there was no 

space for two kings. Then an enormous battle started. The    

brothers stomped so hard that the trees fell down, rocks slid down 

the mountains and thunder appeared in the sky. 

When the giants saw the mess they had made, they had an idea. “We can make something 

to help us with this mess,” one giant said, and so they made people who helped them clean 

up the mess until the giants and the people were finished. 

When the giants saw how clean the earth was, they left the earth. They both took turns and 

ruled the heaven and the underworld. 

The Giants, by Taylah 

“Then an 

enormous 

battle 

started.”. 

“So the gods 

called them 

rock people.” 

Story Time 
In March, the children read a selection of creation stories from different times and cultures. After 

that, they created their own creation myths. Here are a couple of the stories written by the girls in 

Year 4. 



Have you ever wanted to go to extraordinary places and tell other people 

about them? Sir David Frederick Attenborough has shown us those beautiful 

places. From the highest mountains and green forests to sky-blue seas, from 

modern days to millions of years ago, David Attenborough has shown us the 

world. 

David Attenborough was born on May 8th 1926. He studied Natural Sciences 

at Cambridge University and graduated in 1947. David then joined the BBC 

at Alexandra Palace in 1954 and started his ‘Zoo Quest’ series.  

Since then he has made many BBC broadcasts about the world’s creatures. 

Some of his best broadcasts were ‘Life on earth’ (1979), ‘the Living Planet’ (1984), ‘the Trials of 

Life’ (1990), ‘Life in the Freezer’ (1993), ‘the Private Life of Planets’ (1995), ‘the Life of Mam-

mals’ (2002) and ‘the Blue Planet (2000). 

When David Attenborough introduced ‘The Blue Planet’ series, he also introduced extraordinary things 

such as an underwater lake, reefs and other amazing things. In his other programmes, he also introduced 

the animals and plants of Africa, South America, Antarctica and the Arctic. 

At 90 years old, David Attenborough still continues to excite audiences with his remarkable         

documentaries.  

 

 

Investigating shadow sizes 

David Attenborough, by Jaka 

Mikka and Taylah look 

at the world upside 

down through their 

pinhole cameras 

Bows and arrows show 

us energy transfers 

        Break time! 


