
Hello everyone! 

I can't believe how quickly this month has f lown by. 
March has been a month of changes. Sadly, we have had 
to say goodbye to Cuba. We will miss him very much - 
the class has definitely been a lot quieter without him! 

I'd l ike to wish Cuba and 
his family all the best for 
their new life in Holland. 
On the other hand, I'd l ike 
to off icially welcome Kona 
(Year 8), who joined us at 
the end of last term. 

 Field Trips 

I am sorry the trip to Clei Pottery didn't happen. I decided to leave it to 
later in the month, but the organizer didn't 
get back to me. Hopefully, we can do it 
another time. The overnight trip to Bedugul 
will be on 16th April. So far only one child has 
confirmed. Please could all parents let me 
know one way or another as soon as possible, 
either by e mail or text message, Thanks. 
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After they read the Veld by Ray Bradbury, Year 
8 were given the task of writ ing their own 
stories about a piece of futuristic technology 
that goes wrong. Here is Khalil 's story. 

THE HANGOVER 
by Khalil 

Trevor opened his eyes. He felt an insane 
headache. Were was he? Then he remembered. 
He had been too drunk to go back home last 
night, so he had slept at Michael?s house. 
Sleepy, dizzy and an upset stomach. He 
vomited. He went to drink some water 
and tried to go back to sleep. Last 
night he had slept on the f loor, so 
he just fell over onto the carpet 
and tried to sleep and get rid of his 
hangover. 

But sleeping on the thin hard carpet 
was impossible. He stopped trying to 
sleep and was on his way out when he saw a 
very comfortable looking chair out of the 
corner of his eye. He sat down on the chair, but 
as he did, he noticed something strange. What 
was the humming noise? Why was it vibrating? 
Then slowly, the chair reclined and he felt 
something close in around his head. He 
dropped his glass of water and then fell 
asleep. 

 Michael got out of bed slowly, staggered down 
stairs and saw Trevor in the V.R. chair. He 
didn?t know what to do. He couldn?t leave 
Trevor alone in his house, but he looked at his 
watch and saw that he was already very late, 
so he left Trevor and ran to work as fast as he 

could. He ran across the street, jealous and 
angry that Trevor would get to spend two 

hours in a virtual reality world, while 
he had to do another day at the 
off ice. Without looking left or right, 
he crossed the street.

The bus hit him and he died 
instantly. 

The water that Trevor had dropped 
fell on to the machine and as he slept, it 

slowly sank deeper and deeper into the wires 
of the machine. Sparks f lew. The machine 
f izzled. The timer broke. 

 Two weeks later, Michael?s neighbour came 
over to borrow his lawn mower. As he walked 
up to the house, he smelled something 
horrible. Uneasily, Mr Franklin took out his 
spare key and opened the door. The smell of 
rotting f lesh greeted him. He walked into the 
living room holding his nose and saw Trevor in 
the machine, dead from starvation. The water 
Trevor had spilled had fried the timer. He just 
never woke up. 

Year  8  Engl ish

Story Time



THE MOON 
by Meran 

 The moon is a lonely man. 

Distant and lost in contemplation, 

He walks amongst the plains of 

An abandoned old park. 

Sighing and sobbing he stares down at 

The crumbled patches of grass and dirt. 

Amongst the many hours of walking, 

He often whistles lull ing tunes 

To be carried away by the wind 

And sent far, far away. 

Day after day, 

Night after night he searches. 

Sometimes if  you?re near 

You can hear his pleas; 

?Where are you?? 

?Come back.? 

In the distane she dances 

Giggling and prancing above the grass 

She teases the poor man, 

Fluttering her red sunny dress 

And hopping away before he can reach her. 

She is bright beneath a dusty night, 

A yellow glow emitting from her skin. 

But only every once in a while he?ll catch her, 

Only to be given a light kiss on the cheek.

Before slipping away once again. 

But after a while she grows sad, 

Knowing she is no more than a spark to 

set his heart ablaze. 

And poor lonely man stil l fuelled by her light, 

Continues to follow. 

In hopes that one day, he?ll f inally catch 

His long lost love.  

Poet ry
Year 5 and 6 read some of the prize winning 
haiku that will be sent to Mars on NASA's 
Maven spacecraft, and then wrote their own 
haiku about the red planet. They also read 
some examples of metaphor poems and 

wrote their own about the moon. They used 
PowerPoint to publish their poems. Year 8 
read and analysed the Sea by James Reeves 
and then tried their hand at writ ing an 
extended metaphor poem. 



In Maths this month we 
focused on geometry. For 
Year 5 and 6, this included 
drawing, measuring and 
calculating angles;properties 
of polygons and drawing 
polygons; and 
transformations (ref lections, 
rotations and translations.) 
Year 8 learned about angle 
relationships, circles 
(including calculating area 
and circumference) and 
constructing shapes using 
compasses. 

This unit provided us with 
lots of opportunities to get 
creative!

SCIENCE 

The children f inished the 
units of work on Earth and 
Beyond (Year 5 and 6) and 
Gravity and Space (Year 8). 
Unfortunately, our water 
rockets failed to launch, but 
if  we can get our hands on a 
better pump, we'll try again. 
We started looking into light 
and shadows and will delve 
deeper into this in April. 

SOCIAL 
STUDIES 

Year 5 and 6 continued with 
their ancient Egypt project. 
In the picture you can see 
the clay cartouches that they 
made, which show their 

names in hieroglyphics. Year 
8 completed a Geography 
unit about rivers, where they 
learned about the work 
rivers do and how they 
shape the land. 

MATHS



Art  Gal lery
 This month, Art was kinked to our work in geometry. 
In the pictures below, the kids drew one continuous 
line on their page. They used their geometry skil ls to 
draw the shapes and then coloured them with felt t ip 
pens. I think the results are stunning! 

We then looked at some examples of Op Art, such as 
the work of Victor Vaserely, and have learned about 
colour theory and creating perspective. Next, the 
children will produce their own Op Art paintings. 



COMING UP IN APRIL 
In Engl ish next month we will focus more 
on non-f ict ion writ ing. This will include a 
range of texts such as discursive and 
persuasive writ ing, recounts and reports. 
In Maths Year 5 and 6 will continue their 
work on geometry, this t ime with 3D 
shapes. Year 8 will do more work on algebra 
and geometry. After that, our new unit of 
work will be on t ime and money. In Science, 
the new topic for Year 5 and 6 will be how 
we see things. Year 8 will do some revision 
work on light and colour, but then go on to 
do some research into atoms, elements and 
the periodic table. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ...

E mail: baliteacher@yahoo.com

Tel: 0818563586

www.facebook.com/pages/Bali-Riverside-Homeschool/611541702311105

baliriversidehomeschool.wordpress.com/about/

ABOVE: PAPIER-MACHE FUN

BELOW: GAME OF TRIV


