
Welcome to our penult imate newsletter for this school year. My 
apologies for this one being late - I have had some ' technical 
diff icult ies'  w ith the previous website and have had to sw itch. Hope you 
like the new format.

Sadly, this month we had to say 
goodbye to Meran, as she and her 
family  have decided to move away 
from Bali. It  was a pleasure teaching 
Meran and I am sure that she w ill be 
missed by all of us. 

This month, our point of inquiry has 
been Coasts and Oceans, and English, 
Social Studies and Art have all been 
integrated into this theme. We also 
started a new subject - French!

My personal favourite activity for this month was Art, where 
we made these f ish from all our scrap paper and cardboard. 
These took a lot of t ime and patience to make, but I think it  
was well worth the effort because the results are just lovely.

I hope that you 
enjoy reading the 
children's stories 
and seeing what we 
have been up to this 
month.

All the best, 

M iss Janine
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There?s nothing better in English than sharing 
a good book!  In May, Year 5 and 6 read the 
Wreck of the Zanzibar by M ichael Morpurgo, 
one of my favourite children?s 
writers. This is a delightful story 
that always brings a lump to my 
throat and tears to my eyes 
when I read it aloud. The 
children loved it too and every 
day begged for us to carry on 
reading. Even my son, who is 
admittedly a reluctant reader, 
exclaimed, ?This is so excit ing!  I?m making a 
movie of it  in my head! ?

The novel also inspired some creative writ ing 
from the children. Here you can read the story 
of Billy Perryman, the tw in brother of Laura, 
the main character in the original story.

THE DIARY OF BILLY PERRYMAN

by Putu, Oceane and Jaka

JANUARY 20TH 1907

It ' s my fourteenth birthday and I am looking at 
myself in the mirror. Sometimes, I don' t like 
being Billy. I want to be the chief.

I started my day well. I milked the cows w ith 
Laura - until she suddenly saw a schooner in 
trouble. The whole island came out and got on 
a gig and raced to the schooner, racing against 
St Mary's. 

We won!  Everyone was cheering. Later, they 
all came to our house and they sang Happy 
Birthday to me. The cake didn' t last long. I 
heard Laura asking the chief if  she could row 

in the gig. The chief said no. Laura ran into the 
barn and that's when it got bad. Father got 
mad at me because the milk buckets weren' t 

clean enough, so I ran off too.

I don' t know what to do. Should I run 
away or stay here and get yelled at by 
Father?

So I have made my decision. I w ill 
leave, but f irst I need to f ind someone 

to take me to America.

FEBRUARY 14TH 1907

Today I went to St Mary's w ithout telling 
anyone. I was gone all 
day. When I came 
back, I never said a 
word to Laura or 
Granny May. Then I 
went out again to 
meet Joseph. At 
sundown, I came back 
and Laura came 
running out to meet 
me. When she realized 
I was not alone, I said 
to her, "This is Joseph 
Hannibal. He has been 
all over the world."

Soon, Laura, Joseph and I went home for 
supper. At home, Joseph told me and my 
family the stories of his travels to many 
countries - Japan, Australia and more. 

YEARs  5 & 6

Engl i sh



Later, Father came to my room. He 
walked around and roared at me 
for not coming sooner, because 
Molly and her calf died. I fell 
silent. I didn' t know that one of 
our cows had died. 

I have decided to leave w ith Joseph 
Hannibal. It ' s a big world out there 
and I want to see it. I can f inally escape from 
Father, but I st ill love him.

JULY 30TH 1907

I woke up this morning to hear someone 
barking my name. I hit my head on the metal 
rod which held up the top bunk. I sighed. It 
had been just a dream - the busy people going 
to work, the children playing and speaking a 
language I did not understand. Paris.

"Billy! " The voice barked again.

I turned my head to see Joseph Hannibal 
looking at me in an unpleasant way. "What 
does he want  now?" I thought. 

"Gimme your money," he grow led.

I asked him about the money that he 
borrowed yesterday, and he said he would 
beat me if I asked that question again. I looked 
him in the eyes. He meant it . I turned around 
to reach for my wallet. I quickly took out all of 
the money and put it  under my mattress. Then 
I turned around and told him, "I don' t have 
any money." He looked me in the eye again. 
Beads of sweat trickled down my forehead. 
Then the man grunted and walked away. 

I sighed w ith relief. This whole day I have been 
thinking about how to escape.

SEPTEMBER 9TH  1907

So it seems that Joseph Hannibal is 
not what I expected. He drinks a lot 
and borrowed my money and never 
gave it back, so I have decided to 
run away from his crew and join 

another ship called the Zanzibar. I am 
going to become a cabin boy on the 

Zanzibar and go all around the world. 
America, Africa, Ireland, France, Spain, lots of 
places... I just w ish Laura was here. She would 
love going all around the world. 

DECEMBER 9TH 1907

THE WRECK OF THE ZANZIBAR

Today I knew there would be a storm and I was 
right. As we sailed, the clouds grew blacker 
and blacker and the w ind got faster and faster. 
Soon, the storm came upon us and the sea 
started to get rougher. It  rained and thunder 
and lightning started to come.

Then that's when it went wrong.

Our ship rocked from side to side and crashed 
onto the rocks. We jumped off and scrambled 
onto the rocks and waited for help. 

Suddenly, we heard yelling. There were people 
row ing up to us in a gig. We hopped in the gig 
and then I recognized something - it  was 
Bryher!  And then I saw a girl - it  was Laura.  
She was doing something she had always 
wanted to do. I called out for her and she 
headed straight for me.

The rescuers gave me a blanket and took me 
home. It is the happiest day of my life!  I am 
reunited w ith my family. I love sailing, but 
being w ith my family - that's better

THE END

THE STORY 
CONTINUES...



In Social Studies this month 
the students learned about 
the processes that shape our 
coastlines and about why and 
how people have made 
sett lements on the coast.

As part of this unit of work, 
we took a f ield trip to Tanah 
Lot where the children were 
able to observe and sketch 
landforms created by erosion. 
Although it was high t ide and 
a somewhat blustery day, we 
were still able to see the 
caves, arches, stacks and 
wave cut platforms that we 
had learned about in class.

In Maths the children learned 
fractions, decimals and 
percentages. Years 5 and 6 
reviewed naming fractions, 
f inding fractions of a shape 

and fractions of a collection 
before going onto equivalent 
fractions, mixed numbers and 
improper fractions. 

Year 8 and 9 completed the 
algebra unit on straight line 
graphs and then went onto 
percentages, including 
calculating profit and loss.

 In Science we started a unit 
of work on classif ication and 
ecology. This includes each 
child completing an individual 
research project on a class of 
invertebrates. 

In French,we started w ith the 
basics.The children learned 
classroom instructions,  
greetings, spelling, numbers 
up to 20, months and 
seasons. The lessons 
combined whole class games 
and activit ies, pair work and 
group work, in order to 
maximise student talking 
t ime. 

Year 8 and 9 are reading 
Storm Catchers, a thriller by 
Tim Bowler. You can read the 
students'  thrillers next month.

Social  st udies

What  we did in May
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This month, we linked Art  in w ith our Coasts 
and Oceans theme and made these delightful 
papier-mache fish. We used an inflated 
balloon as the base for the body of the f ish 
and then added the f ins, using recycled 
cardboard. We then used several layers of 
papier-mache to make the f ish strong. Finally, 
we painted them w ith acrylic paint and added 
the small details. 

PUTU AND JAKA 
PROUDLY DISPLAY 

THEIR FINISHED WORK 

Art  Gal lery

Top  right:  Oceane's puffer  f ish  looks  rather 
surprised

Left: the  kids work on their  f ish

See more on the next page!



In Maths, Years 5, 6 and 8 w ill f inish their work on 
fractions, decimals and percentages. They w ill then go on 
to data  representation and averages. Year 9 w ill start 
trigonometry  - Pythagoras rule, tangents, sines and 
cosines.

In English,Year 8 and 9 w ill f inish reading Storm Catchers. 
Year 5 and 6 w ill read another story by M ichael Morpurgo, 
the Giant's necklace. We w ill rewrite part of the story as a 
play script and try to make a movie of it .

In Science and Social Studies we w ill continue learning 
about coasts and ecosystems, and w ill combine the two 
subjects when we come to learn about mangroves. 

Our art ist of the month w ill be French Impressionist, Claude 
Monet. We w ill learn about his life and works and then 
learn to paint in an impressionist style.

 Cal endar
June 8t h t o 11t h

June 15t h  t o 18t h

June 26t h
Last day of school for this 
school year!

Tests for Years 5 and 6 in 
Maths, English, Science 
and Social Studies

Tests for Years 8 and 9 in 
Maths, English, Science 
and Social Studies

COMING UP IN JUNE ...

June  19t h

Students w ill present their 
Science projects on 
invertebrates to the class

Above from left to  right: 

Clown fish, by Luca

Jaka's rather portly shark

Scary Orange Fish, by Kona

Just a reminder that class starts at 9 a.m. sharp, so the kids should be here at least 5 minutes 
beforehand so that they are ready to start on time. Our f irst lesson each morning is Maths, so 
those that come late miss out on valuable learning time and disrupt the other kids when they 
arrive.  Your support in getting your kids here on time is much appreciated.

PUNCTUALITY


